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1
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS WITH
INTERLOCKING MECHANISM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-039535, filed on Feb. 25, 2011, the
entire subject matter of which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence.

FIELD

Aspects of the disclosure relate to an image forming appa-
ratus including a fixing unit configured to thermally fix a
developer image transferred onto a recording medium.

BACKGROUND

A known electrophotographic image forming apparatus
including a fixing unit may include a rear cover and a top
cover. The rear cover is configured to open and close an
opening formed on a downstream side of the fixing unit
disposed in a main body in a medium feeding direction where
a recording medium is fed. The top cover is configured to
open and close an opening formed in an upper portion of the
main body.

The fixing unit may include a heat roller and a pressure
roller that contacts the heat roller with pressure. The image
forming apparatus further includes an interlocking mecha-
nism configured to operate in connection with movement of
the rear cover or the top cover such that the heat roller and the
pressure roller are separated from each other. When a record-
ing medium is jammed in the fixing unit, a user can pull out
the jammed recording medium easily only by opening the
rear cover or the top cover.

In the above art however, when a thicker recording
medium, for example, is printed using a straight-through path
in which a printed medium is ejected onto the rear cover being
opened, thermal image fixing may not be sufficiently per-
formed because the heat roller and the pressure roller are
separated from each other.

SUMMARY

Tlustrative aspects of the disclosure provide an image
forming apparatus configured to perform thermal image fix-
ing to a sufficient degree in a straight-through path and facili-
tate clearing a jammed medium in the straight-through path.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Tlustrative aspects will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the following figures in which like elements are
labeled with like numbers and in which:

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of an illustrative image forming
apparatus, e.g. a laser printer, according to an illustrative
embodiment;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a general structure of a
fixing unit;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a halogen lamp, a nip plate,
a reflection plate, and a stay;

FIG. 4A is a perspective view, looking from above, of a
guide member;

FIG. 4B is a perspective view, looking from below, of the
guide member attached to the stay;
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FIG. 4C is a bottom view of the guide member attached to
the stay;

FIG. 5 is a right side view of the fixing unit;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view, looking obliquely from the
rear of and above the fixing unit;

FIG. 7 illustrates an interlocking mechanism when a front
cover and a rear cover are closed;

FIG. 8illustrates the interlocking mechanism when the rear
cover is opened;

FIG. 9 illustrates the interlocking mechanism when the
front cover is opened;

FIG. 10 illustrates the nip plate located in a first position;

FIG. 11 illustrates the nip plate located in a second posi-
tion;

FIG. 12 illustrates the nip plate located in a third position;
and

FIG. 13 illustrates a transmission mechanism according to
another illustrative embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An illustrative embodiment will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings. Aspects of the dis-
closure are applied to an image forming apparatus, e.g. a laser
printer 1.

A general structure of the laser printer 1 will be described
with reference to FIG. 1.

For ease of discussion, in the following description, the top
orupper side, the bottom or lower side, the left or left side, the
right or right side, the front or front side, and the rear or rear
side are used to define the various parts when the laser printer
1 is disposed in an orientation in which it is intended to be
used. In FIG. 1, the left side is referred to as the front or front
side, the right side is referred to as the rear or the rear side, the
up side is referred to as the top or upper side, and the down
side is referred to as the bottom or lower side.

As shown in FIG. 1, the laser printer 1 includes, a main
body 2, a feeder portion 3, an image forming unit 4, and
interlocking mechanism 300 (FIG. 7). The feeder portion 3 is
configured to feed a recording medium (e.g., plain paper, post
cards, transparency sheets, and the like) hereinafter referred
to as a sheet P, to the image forming unit 4. The image forming
unit 4 is configured to form an image on the sheet P.

The feeder portion 3 includes a sheet supply tray 31 and a
sheet supply mechanism 32. The sheet supply tray 31 may be
detachably disposed in a lower portion ofthe main body 2 and
configured to receive a stack of sheets P therein. The sheet
supply mechanism 32 is configured to feed a sheet P from the
sheet supply tray 31 to the image forming unit 4.

The image forming unit 4 includes a scanner unit 5, a
process unit 6, a transfer roller TR and a fixing unit 100.

The scanner unit 5 may be disposed in an upper portion in
the main body 2 and include a laser emitting portion, a poly-
gon mirror, lens, and reflecting mirror, which are not shown.
The scanner unit 5 is configured to direct a laser beam to a
surface of a photosensitive drum 81 by high speed scanning.

The process unit 6 may be detachably attached to the main
body 2, and disposed between a front cover 23 and the fixing
unit 100. The process unit 6 includes a drum cartridge 8
including the photosensitive drum 81 and a developing car-
tridge 9 including a developing roller 91 and toner.

Inthe process unit 6, the surface of the photosensitive drum
81, which rotates, is uniformly charged by a charger, not
shown, and then exposed to the laser beam from the scanner
unit 5 by high speed scanning The surface potential in the
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exposed portion becomes lower and an electrostatic latent
image based on image data is formed on the surface of the
photosensitive drum 81.

The developing roller 91, which rotates, supplies toner of
the developing cartridge 9 onto the electrostatic latent image
on the surface of the photosensitive drum 81, so that a toner
image is formed on the surface of the photosensitive drum 81.
The sheet P goes in between the photosensitive drum 81 and
the transfer roller TR, such that the toner image carried on the
surface of the photosensitive drum 81 is transferred onto the
sheet P.

The fixing unit 100 is disposed on a downstream side of the
process unit 6 in a sheet feeding direction where a sheet P is
fed. The sheet P having the toner image transferred thereto
passes through the fixing unit 100 such that the toner image is
thermally fixed to the sheet P. The sheet P is fed to an ejection
roller R disposed on a downstream side of the fixing unit 100
and ejected to an output tray 21 by the ejection roller R.

A rear wall of the main body 2, which is located on the
downstream side of the fixing unit 100, contains a first open-
ing 2A, and a front wall of the main body 2 contains a second
opening 2B. The main body 2 supports a first cover, e.g. a rear
cover 24, and a second cover, e.g. a front cover 23. The rear
cover 24 is rotatable to open and close the first opening 2A
and the front cover 23 is rotatable to open and close the second
opening 2B.

The fixing unit 100 will be described.

As shown in FIG. 2, the fixing unit 100 may be configured
to be attached to and removed from the main body 2, and
includes a fixing film 110, a halogen lamp 120, a heating
element such as a nip plate 130, a reflection plate 140, a
backup element such as a pressure roller 150, a stay 160, and
a pressure mechanism 200 (refer to FIG. 5).

The fixing film 110 may be an endless or tubular film that
is heat resistant and flexible. Each end of the fixing film 110
is guided by a guide member 170 such that the fixing film 110
rotates.

The halogen lamp 120 is a known heating element and
configured to apply heat to the nip plate 130 and the fixing
film 110 to heat toner on the sheet P. The halogen lamp 120
can be disposed inside the fixing film 110 and spaced away
from the fixing film 110 and the nip plate 130.

The nip plate 130 is configured to receive radiant heat from
the halogen lamp 120 and is disposed to slidingly contact an
inner surface of the tubular fixing film 110. The nip plate 130
transmits the radiant heat received from the halogen lamp 120
to toner on the sheet P via the fixing film 110.

The nip plate 130 may be formed of, for example, an
aluminum plate having higher thermal conductivity than that
of the stay 160 made of steel. The upper surface of the nip
plate 130 may be painted black or covered with a heat-ab-
sorbing member, so that nip plate 130 can effectively absorb
the radiant heat from the halogen lamp 120.

The reflection plate 140 is configured to reflect the radiant
heat discharged (mainly in the front-rear direction or upward)
from the halogen lamp 120 toward the upper surface ofthe nip
plate 130. The reflection plate 140 is spaced a predetermined
distance away from the halogen lamp 120 so as to enclose the
halogen lamp 120 inside the fixing film 110.

As the reflection plate 140 allows the nip plate 130 to
collect the radiant heat from the halogen lamp 120, the radiant
heat can be effectively used so as to heat the nip plate 130 and
the fixing film 110 quickly.

The reflection plate 140 may be U-shaped as viewed in
cross section and made of a material, e.g. aluminum, having
high reflectivity of infrared radiation and far-infrared radia-
tion. More specifically, the reflection plate 140 may include,

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

as illustrated in FIG. 2, a reflection portion 141 having a
curved shape (U-shaped as viewed in cross section) and
flange portions 142 extending outside in the front-rear direc-
tion from both ends of the reflection portion 141. To improve
the heat reflectivity, the reflection plate 140 may be formed of
an aluminum plate polished to a mirror-smooth state.

The pressure roller 150 is disposed below the nip plate 130
and is configured to rotate while pressing the nip plate 130.
The nip plate 130 and the pressure roller 150 sandwich the
fixing film 110 therebetween such that a nip portion N1 is
formed between the fixing film 110 and the pressure roller
150.

As shown in FIG. 1, the pressure roller 150 is connected via
a transmission mechanism 151 to a motor M (a drive source)
disposed in the main body 2 so as to receive a drive force from
the motor M and rotate. When the pressure roller 150 rotates,
the fixing film 110 is rotated by friction between the pressure
roller 150 and the fixing film 110.

The transmission mechanism 151 includes a drive gear 152
and a one-way clutch 153. The drive gear 152 is fixed to a
rotation shaft of the pressure roller 150. The one-way clutch
153 includes a small-diameter gear 154 engageable with the
drive gear 152, a large-diameter gear 155 engageable with the
motor M, and a clutch mechanism (not shown) disposed
between the small-diameter gear 154 and the large-diameter
gear 155.

The clutch mechanism may be configured such that, when
the motor M drives, the large-diameter gear 155 rotates coun-
terclockwise, a drive force of the large-diameter gear 155 is
transmitted to the small-diameter gear 154, and the small-
diameter gear 154 rotates counterclockwise. With this con-
figuration, the pressure roller 150 rotates clockwise to feed
the sheet P sandwiched by the pressure roller 150 and the nip
plate 130.

The clutch mechanism may also be configured such that,
when the large-diameter gear 155 rotates clockwise relative
to the small-diameter gear 154, the large-diameter gear 155
slides on the small-diameter gear 154 and runs idle. Thus,
when the small-diameter gear 154 rotates counterclockwise
relative to the large-diameter gear 155, the small-diameter
gear 154 runs idle. With this configuration, when the sheet P
sandwiched between the nip plate 130 and the pressure roller
150 is pulled toward the first opening 2A (toward the sheet
feeding direction), the pressure roller 150 rotates clockwise,
the small-diameter gear 154 rotates counterclockwise and
runs idle relative to the large-diameter gear 155. This rotation
of'the small-diameter gear 154 is not transmitted to the motor
M, which facilitates rotating the pressure roller 150 and pull-
ing the sheet P.

As shown in FIG. 2, the stay 160 supports both ends of the
nip plate 130 in the front-rear direction via the flange portions
142 of the reflection plate 140 to provide rigidity in the nip
plate 130. The stay 160 has a shape formed along a contour of
the reflection plate 140 (or is U-shaped in cross section) so as
to cover the reflection plate 140. The stay 160 is formed by
bending a steel sheet having relatively high rigidity in sub-
stantially a U shape in cross section.

As shown in FIG. 3, the stay 160 is formed with supported
portions 169 projecting outward from the right and left of the
stay 160 in an upper portion thereof. The supported portions
169 are supported by the guide members 170.

The guide members 170 are made of an insulation material,
e.g., a resin, disposed on both ends of the fixing film 110
respectively, and configured to restrict movement of the fix-
ing film 110 in the left-right direction. Specifically, as shown
in FIG. 4A, the guide member 170 includes a restriction
surface 171 that restricts the movement of the fixing film 170
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in the left-right direction, a restriction portion 172 that
restricts deformation of the fixing film 110 inward radially,
and a holding recess portion 173 that holds each end of the
stay 160.

The restriction portion 172 is a rib projecting inward in the
left-right direction from the restriction surface 171 and has a
C-shape with an opening facing downward. The restriction
portion 172 is inserted inside the fixing film 110 to restrict
deformation of the fixing film 110 inward radially. The open-
ing of'the restriction portion 172 facing downward is used for
inserting the stay 160 into the holding recess portion 173.

The holding recess portion 173 is a groove that opens
downward and through in the left-right direction. As shown in
FIGS. 4B and 4C, the holding recess portion 173 is defined by
a pair of sidewalls 174 opposing each other in the front-rear
direction. The sidewalls 174 are formed with engaging pro-
jections 174A, respectively. The engaging projections 174A
project inward from the corresponding sidewalls 17 at loca-
tions away from a bottom surface 173A (FIG. 4A) of the
holding recess portion 173.

As shown in FIG. 4B, when the supported portion 169 of
the stay 160 is inserted between the bottom surface 173 A of
the holding recess portion 173 and the engaging projections
174A, the vertical movement of the supported portion 169 is
restricted by the bottom surface 173A of the holding recess
portion 173 and the engaging projections 174A. Thus, the
vertical displacement of the stay 160 relative to the guide
member 170 can be restricted.

In the left-right direction, inward-facing surfaces 174B of
the corresponding engaging projections 174 A are configured
to contact outer edges 160A of the stay 160. With this con-
figuration, even when the stay 160 is subjected to vibration
caused by the drive of the fixing unit 100, the position of the
stay 160 in the left-right direction can be restricted as the
engaging projections 174 A contact the stay 160. As a result,
the displacement of the stay 160 relative to the guide member
170 can be restricted in the left-right direction.

The stay 160 is sandwiched between the sidewalls 174
defining the holding recess portion 173 such that the displace-
ment of the stay 160 can be restricted in the front-rear direc-
tion. Thus, as the stay 160 is supported by the guide member
170 as described above, the nip plate 130 is supported by the
guide member 170 together with the stay 160. The guide
member 170 is formed with a fixing portion 175 so that the
fixing portion 175 projects outward in the left-right direction.
The fixing portion 175 is configured to fix a terminal 121
(FIG. 3) disposed on each end of the halogen lamp 120.

As shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the pressure mechanism 200
includes a fixing frame 210, the guide members 170, support
plates 220, and coil springs S, which are disposed on left and
right sides of the fixing frame 210.

The fixing frame 210 supports the pressure roller 150 rotat-
ably and the guide members 170, which support the nip plate
130, movably relative to the pressure roller 150. Specifically,
each of left and right sidewalls of the fixing frame 210 is
formed with a shaft-support groove 211 and a support groove
212. The shaft-support groove 211 is configured to support a
bearing 190 of the pressure roller 150. The support groove
212 is configured to support the guide member 170 such that
the guide member 170 is movable vertically.

Each support plate 220 is fixed to an upper surface of a
corresponding one of the guide members 170 and extends
rearward (toward a release cam 320, described later) while
bending.

Each coil spring S is disposed between the support plate
220 and an upper frame 213 fixed to the top of the fixing frame
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210 to urge the support plate 220 and the guide member 170
downward (toward the pressure roller 150) at all times.

In the pressure mechanism 200 structured in this manner,
the nip plate 130 is urged toward the pressure roller 150 such
that an appropriate nip pressure is applied between the nip
plate 130 and the pressure roller 150 during printing control.
In normal printing, the nip plate 130 is located in a first
position (shown in FIG. 10) and a nip portion N1 is formed
between the nip plate 130 and the pressure roller 150.

The fixing frame 210 of the fixing unit 100 rotatably sup-
ports a shaft 310, which is a part of an interlocking mecha-
nism 300.

The interlocking mechanism 300 will be described.

As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the interlocking mechanism
300 is disposed in the main body 2, and is configured to cause
the pressure mechanism 200 to move the guide members 170
(supporting the nip plate 130) in conjunction with movement
of the front cover 23 and the rear cover 24. The interlocking
mechanism 300 includes the shaft 310, a first cam such as a
pair of release cams 320, an L-shaped arm 330, a first slide
member 340, a second cam 24C, a second slide member 350,
a first link 351, and a second link 352.

The shaft 310 extends in the left-right direction, passes
through the left and right sidewalls of the fixing frame 210,
such that the shaft 310 is rotatably supported by the fixing
frame 210.

The release cams 320 are fixed to left and right ends of the
shaft 310 and project outward from the shaft 310 in a radial
direction thereof. A circumferential surface of each cam 320
includes a first support portion 321 disposed at a position
away from the shaft 310 and a second support portion 322
disposed at a position further away from the shaft 310 than the
first support portion 321 (refer to FIG. 5). The release cams
320 are configured to engage the support plate 220 and move
the support plate 320 vertically (or act on the pressure mecha-
nism 200) when the shaft 310 rotates.

The L-shape arm 330 is fixed to the right end of the shaft
310. The L-shape arm 330 includes a first arm 331 extending
rearward (toward the rear cover 24) from the shaft 310 and a
second arm 332 extending downward from the shaft 310 and
then diagonally downward (toward the rear cover 24) with the
front cover 23 and the rear cover 24 being closed.

The L-shape arm 330 is fixed to the shaft 310 together with
the release cams 320. Thus, by rotating the [.-shape arm 330,
the support plates 220 can be moved vertically via the release
cams 320.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 8, when the L.-shape arm 330
rotates counterclockwise, the release cams 320 also rotate
counterclockwise and press the support plates 220 upward.
With this movement, the left and right guide members 170
move upward against urging forces of the coil springs S.
When the L-shape arm 330 returns to its original position
from this state, as shown in FIG. 5, the release cams 320 are
disengaged from the support plates 220, and the guide mem-
bers 170 move downward due to the urging forces of the coil
springs S.

When the guide members 170 are caused to move verti-
cally relative to the fixing frame 210 by rotating the L-shape
arm 330 in this manner, the nip plate 130 held by the guide
members 170 moves vertically relative to the pressure roller
150 supported by the fixing frame 210. Thus, the nip pressure
applied between the nip plate 130 and the pressure roller 150
can be changed.

As shown in FIG. 7, the first slide member 340 is a bar
extending substantially vertically, disposed between the sec-
ond cam 24C and the first arm 331, and supported by the main
body 2 so as to be slidable in its longitudinal direction.
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The second cam 24C is disposed at a lower end of the rear
cover 24 and formed extending from a rotation center 24A of
the rear cover 24 in a direction perpendicular to a cover body
24B. The second cam 24C is configured to convert a rotating
movement of the rear cover 24 to a sliding movement of the
first slide member 340.

As shown in FIG. 8, when the rear cover 24 is opened, a
lower end of the first slide member 340 engages the second
cam 24C and the first slide member 340 is pressed upward.
When the rear cover 24 is closed, the first slide member 340
is disengaged from the second arm 24C, the urging force of
the coil spring S causes the first arm 331 and the first slide
member 340 to move downward, and the first slide member
340 returns to its original position.

The first slide member 340 is in its topmost position when
the rear cover 24 is fully opened (as shown in FIG. 8). At this
time, the first support portion 321 of the release cam 320
engages the support plate 220. As shown in FIG. 11, the nip
plate 130 is in a second position further upward away from the
pressure roller than in the first position, and forms a nip
portion N2 having a narrower width than the nip portion N1,
with the pressure roller 150. In other words, the interlocking
mechanism 300 is configured to operate in conjunction with
an opening movement of the rear cover 24 and to press the nip
plate 130 to the pressure roller 150 in the second position
further away from the pressure roller 150 than in the first
position.

As shown in FIG. 8, with the rear cover 24 being fully
opened, the first slide member 340 is configured such that a
direction pointing from an engage portion of the second cam
24C with the first slide member 340 to the rotation center 24A
of'the second cam 24C is parallel to a direction in which the
first slide member 340 moves. With this configuration, when
the rear cover 24 is fully opened, a force applied by the coil
spring S of the pressure mechanism 200 via the first slide
member 340 to the second cam 24C is directed to the rotation
center 24 A of the rear cover 24, which can prevent the rear
cover 24 from being closed by the urging force of the coil
spring S.

As shown in FIG. 7, the second slide member 350 is a bar
extending in the front-rear direction, and is disposed between
the front cover 23 and the second arm 332, and its front end is
connected to the front cover 23 via the first link 351 and the
second link 352.

The first link 351 has a length and is rotatably connected to
the front cover 23.

The second link 352 is rotatably supported by the main
body 2 between the first link 351 and the second slide member
350, and rotatably connected to the first link 351 and the
second slide member 350. Specifically, the second link 352
includes a link shaft 353 that rotatably supports the second
link 352, in its center, an arm portion extending upward from
the link shaft 353 diagonally to the front and connected to the
first link 351, and an arm portion extending downward from
the link shaft 351 diagonally to the front and connected to the
second slide member 350.

As shown in FIG. 9, when the front cover 23 is opened, the
first link 351 moves to the front and the second link 352
rotates counterclockwise accordingly. Thus, the second slide
member 350 is pressed rearward. On the other hand, when the
front cover 23 is closed, the first link 351 moves to the rear and
the second link 352 rotates clockwise accordingly. Thus, the
second slide member 350 moves to the front.

The second slide member 350 is configured to transmit a
force from the front cover 23 to the second arm 332. When the
front cover 23 is opened, the second slide member 350 moves
to the rear and its rear end presses the second arm 332 to the
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rear. Thus, the L-shape arm 330 rotates counterclockwise.
When the front cover 23 is closed from this state, the second
slide member 350 is disengaged from the second arm 332,
and the urging force of the coil spring S causes the L-shape
arm 330 to return to its original position.

The second slide member 350 is in its rearmost position
when the front cover 23 is fully opened (to a position shown
in FIG. 9). At this time, the second support portion 322 of the
release cam 320 engages the support plate 220. As shown in
FIG. 12, the nip plate 130 is located in a third position where
it is spaced apart from the pressure roller 150, and no nip
pressure is applied between the nip plate 130 and the pressure
roller 150. In other words, the interlocking mechanism 300 is
configured to operate in conjunction with an opening move-
ment of the front cover 23 and to locate the nip plate 130 inthe
third position where the nip plate 130 is further away from the
pressure roller 150 than in the second position.

In addition, the second slide member 350 has a length, in
the front-rear direction, such that the second arm 332 sits atop
the second slide member 350 in a state where the front cover
23 is fully opened. Thus, when the front cover 23 is fully
opened, a force applied from the coil spring S of the pressure
mechanism 200 via the second arm 332 to the second slide
member 350 is directed in a direction perpendicular to a
direction where the second slide member 350 moves, which
can prevent the front cover 23 from being closed by the urging
force of the coil spring S.

The following will describe how the laser printer 1 struc-
tured above can be used.

In normal printing, the laser printer 1 is used with the front
cover 23 and the rear cover 24 being closed (in a state shown
in FIG. 7). At this time, the nip plate 130 is located in the first
position and the sheet P having toner images passes between
the pressure roller 150 and the heated fixing film 110 (or
passes through the nip portion N1), so that the toner images
are thermally fixed to the sheet P.

When a thick medium, e.g., an envelope, is printed, the
laser printer 1 is used with the rear cover 24 being opened as
shown in FIG. 8. At this time, the nip plate 130 is located in the
second position with the nip portion N2, which is narrower
than the nip portion N1 for normal printing. Thus, the thick
medium such as an envelope can be nipped and thermally
fixed under an appropriate pressure. The sheet P having
passed through the fixing unit 100 is ejected from the first
opening 2A, in a straight-through path, to the rear cover 24,
without being fed to the ejection roller R.

The sheet P may be jammed in the fixing unit 100 during
printing with the straight-through path. Even if the sheet P
jammed between the nip plate 130 and the pressure roller 150
is pulled out from the rear side where the rear cover 24 is
provided, the transmission mechanism 151 interrupts trans-
mission of the rotation of the pressure roller 150 to the motor
M. Thus, the jammed sheet S can be smoothly pulled out.

The sheet S may be jammed in the fixing unit 100 during
printing with the front cover 23 and the rear cover 24 being
closed. In this case, the front cover 23 may be opened such
that the process unit 6 is removed from the main body 2. At
this time, the nip plate 130 is located in the third position
spaced apart from the pressure roller 150, and the sheet P is
not nipped by the nip plate 130 and the pressure roller 150.
Thus, the sheet P can be smoothly pulled out from the front
side.

In this embodiment, the following advantages may be
obtained.

When the rear cover 24 is opened, the nip plate 130 remains
in contact with the pressure roller 150 under pressure. Thus,
during the thick medium printing, the thick medium can be
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thermally fixed under an appropriate pressure and ejected in
the straight-through path. As the nip plate 130 is located in the
second position where the nip plate 130 is separated from the
pressure roller 150 further than in the first position, the pres-
sure between the nip plate 130 and the pressure roller 150 is
reduced. When the sheet S is jammed between the nip plate
130 and the pressure roller 150, it is easily pulled out from the
rear cover side. When the front cover 23 is opened, the nip
plate 130 is located in the third position where the nip plate
130 is spaced apart from the pressure roller 150. The jammed
sheet P can be easily pulled out.

The transmission mechanism 151 that transmits a drive
force of the motor M to the pressure roller 150 includes the
one-way clutch 153. When the jammed sheet P is pulled out
from the first opening 2A by opening the rear cover 24, the
rotation of the pressure roller 150 is not transmitted to the
motor M, thus the jammed sheet P can be easily pulled out.

The shaft 310, which is a part of the interlocking mecha-
nism 300, is disposed in the fixing frame 210 of the fixing unit
100. Thus, there is no need to provide a mechanism for
connecting the fixing unit 100 and the interlocking mecha-
nism 300. Compared with a case where all parts of the inter-
locking mechanism 300 are disposed in the main body 2, this
structure facilitates removing the fixing unit 100 from the
main body 2 to check the nip pressure and operational con-
dition, resulting in improved maintenance.

As the process unit 6 is disposed between the front cover 23
and the fixing unit 100, a distance from the front cover 23 to
the fixing unit 100 is longer than a distance from the rear cover
24 to the fixing unit 100. Thus, it is harder to reach for and pull
outthe jammed sheet P from the front cover side than from the
rear cover side. However, in this embodiment, when the front
cover 23 is opened, the nip plate 130 is in the third position.
Thus, even when the fixing unit 100 is farther from the front
cover side, the jammed sheet P can be pulled out lightly and
easily.

The interlocking mechanism 300 includes the first slide
member 340 that is configured to transmit a force from the
rear cover 24 to the first arm 331. Only by adjusting the size
of' the first slide member 340, the rear cover 24 can be freely
positioned.

When the rear cover 24 is fully opened, the force applied
from the pressure mechanism 200 via the first slide member
340 to the second cam 24C is directed to the rotation center
24 A of the rear cover 24, which does not impart a rotational
force to the rear cover 24. Thus, the opened rear cover 24 can
be placed at rest.

When the front cover 23 is fully opened, a force applied
from the pressure mechanism 200 via the second arm 332 to
the second slide member 350 is directed in a direction per-
pendicular to the direction where the second slide member
350 moves, which does not impart a rotational force to the
front cover 23. Thus, the opened front cover 23 can be placed
at rest.

The above illustrative embodiment shows, but is not lim-
ited to, that the pressure mechanism 200 movably supports
the nip plate 130 relative to the pressure roller 150. For
example, the pressure mechanism 200 may movably support
the pressure roller 150 relative to the nip plate 130.

The above illustrative embodiment shows, but is not lim-
ited to, that the transmission mechanism 151 includes the
one-way clutch 153. Instead of the one-way clutch 153, a
pendulum gear can be used.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 13, the pendulum gear
includes a sun gear 156 that engages the motor M and a
planetary gear 157 that engages the drive gear 152 and the sun
gear 156 and whose rotation shaft is connected to a rotation
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shaft of the sun gear 156. In the fixing unit 100 including such
apendulum gear, when the drive force is transmitted from the
motor M to the sun gear 156, it is transmitted via the planetary
gear 157 to the drive gear 152, and the pressure roller 150
rotates. At this time, the planetary gear 157 is subjected to a
force to rotate the sun gear 156. Thus, the planetary gear 157
is pressed to and engages the drive gear 152.

When the sheet P jammed between the nip plate 130 and
the pressure roller 150 is being pulled out from the rear cover
side, the pressure roller 150 rotates, and the drive gear 152
rotates and transmits a force to the planetary gear 157. The
force acts in a direction where the planetary gear 157 moves
away from the drive gear 152. As the force causes the drive
gear 152 and the planetary gear 157 to be disengaged from
each other, the rotation of the pressure roller 150 is not trans-
mitted to the motor M, and thus the sheet P can be easily
pulled out from the rear cover side.

The above illustrative embodiment shows, but is not lim-
ited to, the nip plate 130 being spaced apart from the pressure
roller 150 when located in the third position. The nip plate 130
may contact the pressure roller 150 when it is in the third
position. Even when the nip plate 130 contacts the pressure
roller 150, if the nip pressure between the nip plate 130 and
the pressure roller 150 is sufficiently weakened, a jammed
sheet P can be easily pulled out.

The above illustrative embodiment shows, but is not lim-
ited to, the nip plate 130 as a heating member. As the heating
member, a plate-shaped ceramic heater or a tubular heating
roller may used. For the tubular heating roller, a driving force
of the motor M may be inputted to the heating roller, not the
pressure roller 150.

The above illustrative embodiment shows, but is not lim-
ited to, the pressure roller 150 as a backup member. For
example, the backup member may include a belt-shaped
pressing member.

The above illustrative embodiment shows, but is not lim-
ited to, that the second opening 2B is formed at a front wall of
the main body 2. The second opening 2B may be formed in an
upper wall of the main body 2. In other words, the second
cover may be a top cover.

This illustrative embodiment shows, but is not limited to,
the color printer 1 as an image forming apparatus. It will be
appreciated that this illustrative embodiment also applies to
other types of image forming apparatuses, such as an LED
printer that performs exposing using LEDs. In addition, the
image forming apparatus is not limited to a printer, but may be
a copier or a multi-function apparatus.

This illustrative embodiment shows, but is not limited to,
an image forming apparatus configured to form a mono-
chrome image. The image forming apparatus may be config-
ured to form a color image.

While the features herein have been described in connec-
tion with various example structures and illustrative aspects,
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that other
variations and modifications of the structures and aspects
described above may be made without departing from the
scope of the inventions described herein. Other structures and
aspects will be apparent to those skilled in the art from a
consideration of the specification or practice of the features
disclosed herein. It is intended that the specification and the
described examples only are illustrative with the true scope of
the inventions being defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a fixing unit comprising:

a heating member configured to heat a recording
medium;
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a backup member configured to rotate and contact the
heating member; and
a pressure mechanism configured to support one of the
heating member and the backup member such that the
one of the heating member and the backup member is
configured to move relative to the other of the heating
member and the backup member;
amain body including the fixing unit inside, the main body
having a first opening and a second opening, the first
opening being formed on a downstream side of the fixing
unit in a medium feeding direction, the second opening
being formed on a side of the main body different from
the first opening;
a first cover configured to open and close the first opening;
a second cover configured to open and close the second
opening; and
an interlocking mechanism configured to drive the pressure
mechanism to:
move, in conjunction with opening of the first cover
when the second cover is closed, the one of the heating
member and the backup member from a first position
where the one of the heating member and the backup
member is pressed into contact with the other of the
heating member and the backup member to a second
position where the one of the heating member and the
backup member remains in contact with the other of
the heating member and the backup member and is
away from the other of the heating member and the
backup member relative to the first position, wherein
the interlocking mechanism is engaged with the first
cover when the first cover is open and the second
cover is closed; and
move, in conjunction with opening of the second cover
when the first cover is closed, the one of the heating
member and the backup member from the first posi-
tion, where the one of the heating member and the
backup member is pressed into contact with the other
of the heating member and the backup member, to a
third position where the one of the heating member
and the backup member is separated away from the
other of the heating member and the backup member,
wherein the interlocking mechanism includes:
a shaft supported by the fixing unit;
afirst cam configured to rotate about the shaft and act on
the pressure mechanism;
a first link mechanism coupled to the first cover;
a second link mechanism coupled to the second cover;
and
a pivotable member configured to pivot about the shaft
and including both of a first force receiving portion
and a second force receiving portion, the first force
receiving portion being configured to receive a force
from the first link mechanism to transmit the force
received from the first link mechanism to the first cam
such that the pivotable member pivots about the shaft
in conjunction with opening of the first cover to drive
the pressure mechanism to move the one of the heat-
ing member and the backup member from the first
position where the one of the heating member and the
backup member is pressed into contact with the other
of the heating member and the backup member to the
second position where the one of the heating member
and the backup member remains in contact with the
other of the heating member and the backup member
and is away from the other of the heating member and
the backup member relative to the first position, the
second force receiving portion being configured to
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receive a force from the second link mechanism to
transmit the force received from the second link
mechanism to the first cam such that the pivotable
member pivots about the shaft in conjunction with the
second cover to drive the pressure mechanism to
move the one of the heating member and the backup
member from the first position to the third position
where the one of the heating member and the backup
member is separated away from the other of the heat-
ing member and the backup member.

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a drive source configured to supply a drive force to the one

of the heating member and the backup member; and

a transmission mechanism configured to transmit the driv-

ing force of the drive source to the one of the heating
member and the backup member,

wherein the transmission mechanism is configured to inter-

rupt transmission of rotation of the one of the heating
member and the backup member to the drive source, the
rotation of the one of the heating member and the backup
member being produced when the recording medium is
pulled to the downstream side of the fixing unit in the
medium feeding direction.

3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the fixing unit is detachably attached to the main

body, and

wherein a part of the interlocking mechanism is disposed in

the fixing unit.

4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a process unit disposed in the main body,

wherein the process unit is disposed between the second

cover and the fixing unit.

5. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first link mechanism of the interlocking mecha-
nism includes a first slide member configured to transmit the
force from the first cover to the first force receiving portion of
the pivotable member.

6. The image forming apparatus according to claim 5,

wherein the first cover includes a second cam configured to

convert a rotating motion of the first cover into a sliding
motion of the first slide member; and

wherein, when the first cover is opened, a force applied

from the pressure mechanism via the first slide member
to the second cam is directed to a rotation center of the
first cover.
7. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the second link mechanism of the interlocking
mechanism includes a second slide member configured
to transmit the force from the second cover to the second
force receiving portion of the pivotable member, and

wherein, when the second cover is opened, a force applied
from the pressure mechanism via the second force
receiving portion to the second slide member is directed
in a direction perpendicular to a direction in which the
second slide member moves.

8. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the interlocking mechanism is configured to cause
the pressure mechanism to move the heating member.

9. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the heating member is one of a nip plate, a plate-
shaped heater and a tubular heating roller.

10. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the backup member is one of a pressure roller and a
belt shaped pressing member.
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11. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the second opening is formed on an upstream side of
the fixing unit.

12. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the pivotable member of the interlocking mechanism
includes:

a first arm extending from the shaft and including the first

force receiving portion; and

a second arm extending from the shaft and including the

second force receiving portion.

13. The image forming apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the first arm and the second arm are integrally
formed.

14. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the first cover and the second cover are closed,
the pivotable member is spaced apart from the second link
mechanism.

15. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the first cover and the second cover are closed,
the second link mechanism extends in a direction crossing the
pivotable member.
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16. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the first cover and the second cover are closed,
the one of the heating member and the backup member is in
the first position.

17. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the first cover is opened and the second cover
is closed, the one of the heating member and the backup
member is in the second position.

18. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the first cover is opened and the second cover
is closed, the first force receiving portion of the pivotable
member is in contact with the first link mechanism.

19. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the second cover is opened and the first cover
is closed, the one of the heating member and the backup
member is in the third position.

20. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, when the second cover is opened and the first cover
is closed, the second force receiving portion of the pivotable
member is in contact with the second link mechanism.
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